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Pazos & Gardens of Galicia          
Gentle strolls, gardens & vineyards 
 

Alicia is famed for its gardens and flowers, especially the 

Camellia. Traditional Galician pazos, or manor houses, are 

dotted over the countryside and were once homes to kings and 

nobility, all having splendid gardens for us to visit. The area has 

numerous paths that criss-cross the countryside offering gentle 

strolls through vineyards and alongside rivers. The trails meander 

through traditional villages, to coastal towns and past old churches 

and hórreos, stone or wooden granary storage, which are dotted 

over the countryside. 

 

From our base in Pontevedra, where our hotel is located in the 

pedestrian old town, we’ll explore the gardens at Pazo de Rubianes 

and Pazo de Faramello, amble through the Alameda gardens in 

Santiago de Compotela; walk sections of caminos alongside streams 

and through vineyards; taste the local Albariño wine while enjoying a 

boat trip on one of the rias (coastal inlet) and visit picturesque 

seaside towns. 

 

This is a different Spain. One of green hillsides, bubbling streams, 

picturesque coastlines and spectacular flora and fauna.  

 

 

 
                                            Traditional Galician pazo 

 

Our April departure is especially chosen to visit at the best time 

for Camellias.  

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Proposed Daily Itinerary 

 
ur itinerary is expected to follow the daily schedule below but please bear in mind that the order of the days may be amended or walks 

substituted due to weather conditions or changes beyond our control. Changes may also be made if we or our Adagio Leader feels it 

enhances the itinerary. 

 

Day 1 – We fly to A Coruña, in the north of the region, and transfer 

to our nearby hotel for an overnight stay. 

 

Day 2 – With a relaxed start, we explore A Coruña seeing La Torre 

de Hercules, the Riazor beach and the distinctive architecture of the 

old town. (Approx. 7kms; minimal ascent/descent, 2.5 hours walking 

time) Lunch is included at a local restaurant before we travel to the 

first of our manor houses, the Pazo de Mariñán. We finish in 

Pontevedra, our home for the next six nights. 

 

Day 3 – We take a short walking tour of Pontevedra before driving  

south to discover the beautiful bay of Baiona, Castle of Monterreal 

and the Parque de Castro with splendid sea views. Our prometory  

walk around the Baiona peninsula will be approx. 2kms; minimal  

ascent/descent; 1 hour. 

 

Day 4 – Our walk today takes us to the pretty sea-side village of 

Combarro along one of the pilgrimage paths through vineyards and 

past the monastery of Poio. 8kms; minimal ascent/descent; 2.5-3 

hours walking time. 

 

Day 5 – A guided morning visit of Santiago de Compostela takes us 

through the old streets seeing the cathedral and Obradoiro square. 

The Alameda Gardens are a haven in the city with plenty of paths to 

follow as you enjoy the flora and fauna. 

 

 
Beautiful Camellia 

G 

O 



 

 

 01707 386700                                       www.adagio.co.uk 
 

 

Day 6 – Our coach will take us to the village of Armenteira, where 

we follow the path of Piedra and Agua along the river, (6kms; 

descent of 250m; 3 hours) seeing ancient watermills. Reaching the 

pretty town Cambados, we have time for lunch before spending a 

short time at a traditional winery. 

 

Day 7 – The Pazo de Rubianes has been awarded “international 

excellence” for its gardens, which we can visit along with the manor 

house. This afternoon we will take a boat trip on the rias and visit a 

mussel farm and taste the local Albariño wines.  

 

Day 8 – After breakfast, we leave for the Pazo de Faramello, an 18th  

century building, directly on St James’ Way. After a gentle stroll, we’ll  

enjoy lunch at Parada do Francos, before we arrive at the airport for  

our flight home. 

 

 
Torre de Hercules, A Coruña 

 

____________________________________________________ 

Hotel Ibis Styles 

Rúa Gambrinus, 14 

15008 A Coruña, Spain 

Tel: +34 981 91 21 10 

www.accorhotels.com 

 

e stay in A Coruña for the first night of the holiday due to the 
arrival time of the flight. We didn’t want to have to make the 
transfer to Pontevedra at that time, so we will stay at the Ibis 

Styles, a four star hotel 10 minutes from the airport. The hotel is 
modern in style and all rooms are en suite modern bathrooms, 
hairdryers, safe, minibar/fridge, TV and air conditioning.  
 
The electricity supply is 220V AC and you will need a round 2 pin 
plug adaptor to use electrical items. You can find European adaptors 
in UK retailers and at airports. 
 

A buffet breakfast will be served at the hotel prior to a relaxed 

starting time for our day’s activities. 

 

___________________________________________________________ 

Pontevedra 
ontevedra is located in the Rias Baixas region of Galicia, in the 

heart of Albariño wine country. The town has its fair share of 

historic buildings, churches and monuments, along with plenty of 

attractive plazas, restaurants and cafes. It is a lovely place to stroll in 

the evening, with everything close at hand. 

  

There are numerous facilities on hand – banks, ATMs, medical 

facilities, chemists and shopping. 

 

 

___________________________________________________ 

Hotel Rias Bajas 

Rúa Daniel de la Sota Valdecilla, 

Pontevedra, Spain 

Tel: +34 986 85 51 00 

www.hotelriasbajas.com 

 

he Hotel Rias Bajas is located in the pedestrianised centre of 
Pontevedra’s old town. Everything is close at hand, bars, cafes, 
shopping and restaurants, and is an ideal location to enjoy an 

after dinner stroll. 
 
While the hotel, which was built in the 1960’s, may have a more 
austere rather than historical look on the outside, the rooms are 
comfortable and a very good size. All have en suite modern 
bathrooms, hairdryers, safe, minibar/fridge, TV and air conditioning. 
Single guests are given double or twin rooms for sole use. 
 
The electricity supply is 220V AC and you will need a round 2 pin 
plug adaptor to use electrical items. You can find European adaptors 
in UK retailers and at airports. 
 

The hotel has a restaurant, where it serves a buffet breakfast and a 

bar/cafeteria with panoramic picture windows looking onto the street.  

 

 
Entrance Hotel Rias Bajas, Pontevedra 

 

 
This holiday is on a half board basis. Buffet breakfasts will be taken 

at the hotel and dinners will be taken at local restaurants within 

walking distance of our hotel, giving the opportunity to try the 

excellent local cuisine. Fish and seafood dishes are popular in 

Galicia. Dinners will be three courses and include wine and 

water. Please note that it is the custom in Spain, especially out of 

the main tourist areas, to eat dinner from 20:00 onwards. 

 

We also include two lunches in the programme, on Days 2 and 8. 

Other days are not included and you will have the opportunity to eat 

at cafes or restaurants during our walks, or you leader will advise on 

where to purchase picnic supplies. 
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Modern bathroom at the Hotel Ria Bajas 

 

___________________________________________________________ 

Adagio Leaders 
 

n Adagio Leader will accompany you throughout the holiday. 

They are all experienced travellers with a love for exploring and 

will help capture the true essence of the destination with their 

stories, local knowledge and insights.  They are well-organised, pay 

great attention to detail and enjoy being with people.  They are there 

to help make your holiday as enjoyable and stress free as possible.  

 

____________________________________________________________ 

Local Sightseeing 

All local transport costs and entrance fees are included in the holiday 

cost. We also have local guides for our visits to Santiago de 

Compostela (including a cathedral visit), Pontevedra and A Coruña. 

At Pazo de Rubianes and Pazo de Faramello we will have guided 

tours. 

  

 

What to bring…. 

 

e recommend you bring the following items with you: 

 

 

• Walking boots with a good sole and waterproof uppers. A 
good pair of walking shoes is fine if you know you have strong 
ankles. 

• Waterproof jacket and trousers. It does rain in Galicia! 

• A sunhat and sun cream.  

• A water bottle.  

• A simple basic first aid kit. 

• A daypack to hold all the above. 

• Walking poles if you are used to walking with them 
 
An alternative to bottled water from single-use sealed water bottles 
is filtered water from a refillable bottle containing its own water filter 
such as a Water-to-go bottle available from www.watertogo.eu. Just 
fill up from any water source and help save the environment from 
disposable plastic bottles.  
 
We have negotiated an exclusive 15% discount with our partners 
Water-to-Go for you as a thank you for helping the environment. 
Please go to their website at www.watertogo.eu and enter the code 
RWH17 when ordering. In addition, Water-to-Go will match the 
discount with a donation to our staff charity, Heart & Sole, which will 
allow us to continue to make a difference in the countries you visit on 
our holidays. 

____________________________________________________ 

Passports, Visas & Insurance 
and other important information 
 

lease make sure you are insured for guided walking up to 
2000m. Please also take your European Health Insurance Card 
(EHIC) with you - it will help in the event of an emergency. The 
EHIC has an expiry date so check that your card is valid for the 

duration of your holiday. 
 
You should have at least 6 months left on your passport from your 
date of arrival. If you renewed a 10 year passport before it expired, 
extra months may have been added to your passport's expiry date. 
These extra months will not count. 
 
Please ensure to regularly check the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office website for updates on passport 
requirements leading up to and after Brexit negotiations or contact 
us for more assistance. 
 
Foreign and Commonwealth Brexit Information for Passports: 
www.gov.uk/guidance/passportrules- for-travel-to-europe-after-Brexit 
 
Non British Passport holders should consult the host countries 
embassy for applicable passport and visa entry requirements. 
 

The currency in Spain is the euro. You may wish to bring a small 

supply of euro with you but all major towns and cities have banking 

and ATM facilities. The hotel accepts credit and debit cards. 

 

 
Pazo de Rubianes garden 

_____________________________________________________ 

Travel Information 
 

e fly from London Heathrow  to A Coruña and return with 

Vueling Airlines. The flight takes about 2 hours.  

 

Details of your baggage allowance will be confirmed in your travel 

documents, sent to you approximately 10 days before departure. 

 

The transfer from the airport on arrival to our hotel is approx. 10 

minutes. 

 

During the week we’ll travel on foot, by boat and by road. 

 

If you intend joining and leaving the party in Galicia we assume, 

unless you have advised us otherwise, that you will meet the party at 

the Ibis Styles in A Coruña.  If this is not your intention, please let us 

know in writing at least 5 weeks before departure. 
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______________________________________________________ 

Maps, Books and Websites 
 

The following books cover the area that we feature in this holiday : 
 

Useful books: 

 

• Eyewitness Travel – Northern Spain 

• Rough Guides Snapshot Spain - Galicia 

 

If you cannot find the books locally we recommend: 

 

The Map Shop 

15 High Street 

Upton upon Severn, Worcs 

WR8 0HJ 

England 

Tel: 01684 593 146  Fax: 01684 594 559 

 

Website: www.themapshop.co.uk 

E-mail: themapshop@btinternet.com 

 

You may also find the following websites a good source of 

information before you go on holiday: 

 

Turismo de Galicia  www.turismo.gal 

Galicia Guide  www.galiciaguide.com 

 

 

Holiday Dates 2019 
 

Holiday: Pazos & Gardens of Galicia 

Tour Code: 56350 

 

Departures for one week on: 

 

• 7th April 

• 5th May 

• 9th June 

• 22nd September 

 

______________________________________________________ 

Booking and Further information 
 

Please call us on 01707 386700 or email us at info@adagio.co.uk 

 

 
Splendid Camellia 

____________________________________________________ 

Notes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
     

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

You may wish to refer to the latest edition of this Holiday 

Information Sheet online before you travel. 

 

Issued 191118 


